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6 Biodiversity, ecology and biodiversity (Ec.2) 

Question Ec.2.1 

The landowners of Normanton Down reserve have stated that they 

would not agree to the erection of enhanced fencing to deter trespass 

and to manage the risk of increased visitor pressures in the southern 

part of the World Heritage Site (ie south of the existing A303) impacting 

adversely on the breeding success of protected species such as the 

stone curlew.  

i. Please explain how this could be addressed, and what other measures 
could be put in place; and how such measures would be secured. 

ii. In the absence of such agreement in respect of enhanced fencing, 
what are the consequences in terms of any assumptions made in the 
HRA and ES that this solution would be successfully delivered. 

Highway England response 

i. Please explain how this could be addressed, and what other measures 
could be put in place; and how such measures would be secured. 
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ii. In the absence of such agreement in respect of enhanced fencing, 
what are the consequences in terms of any assumptions made in the 
HRA and ES that this solution would be successfully delivered. 
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Question Ec.2.2 

The Stonehenge Alliance remain concerned about the volume of work 

in progress which may have a bearing on the assessment of impacts of 

the scheme on the Salisbury Plain SPA and River Avon SAC.  

i. Please provide a progress update on the status of the HRA technical 
note and the proposed s253 legal agreement to secure the provision of 
mitigation plots for Stone Curlew.  

ii. Please ensure that all HRA information that may be relevant to the 
question of Appropriate Assessment (if needed) is clearly identified and 
collated in respect of any supplementary information to [APP-266]. 

Highway England response 
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Question Ec.2.3 

4.1 to 4.3 of the SoCG with RSPB refer to ongoing discussions around 
mitigation delivery and monitoring in respect of stone curlew, including "in 
the unlikely event that the need for additional plots is triggered by 
unsuccessful mitigation" [REP2-017].  

Noting that these matters may be considered in the HRA technical note 
being prepared, can the Applicant, RSPB and Natural England comment in 
particular on how the need for additional plots would be triggered and how 
they would be delivered.  

In particular, the ExA is concerned about being satisfied ‘beyond reasonable 
scientific doubt’ whilst uncertainty remains (as demonstrated by the phrase 
“in the unlikely event that”) and the acknowledgement that further mitigation 
might be necessary (where the proposed mitigation proves “unsuccessful”) 
to address potential effects of the Proposed Development. 

Highway England response 

 

 

 

• replacement stone curlew plot at Parsonage Down (referenced in 

paragraph 5.1.5 of the SIAA, the provision of which is required in item 

PW-BIO5 of the Outline Environmental Management Plan [REP4-021]) 

and will be secured through a legal agreement. This plot will be provided 

prior to main construction and secured for the construction period and 10 

years thereafter. 

• a  stone curlew plot at Winterbourne Down RSPB reserve (referenced 

within Chapter 8 of the Environmental Statement [APP-046] to be 

secured through legal agreement, which has been agreed in principle 

with the RSPB). 
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• two additional new stone curlew plots within 5km of the SPA (and, if 

practicable, within 5km of the Scheme) within a year of scheme opening, 

which would ensure there are resilient measures in place to ensure there 

would be no adverse effects on the integrity of the SPA as a result of any 

in combination impact on the utilisation of plots at Normanton Down. This 

approach has been agreed with Natural England and the RSPB. 

Potentially suitable areas for the two additional plots have been identified 

through a sift assessment, which are described in the HRSA Note. 

Highways England is in the process of discussing options with 

landowners and a further update on these discussions will be provided at 

Deadline 7. The additional plots would be secured for a period of 10 

years. 
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Question Ec.2.4 

With reference to OEMP MW BIO8 [REP4-020], please clarify what specific 

and appropriate measures might be undertaken to avoid disturbance of 

nesting Great Bustard during the construction phase, and whether or not 

such measures/ options are intended to be stipulated in the wording of the 

OEMP. 

Highway England response 

 

 

 

 

• temporary visual screening; 

• visual screening of compounds by the construction of earth bunds (as 

stated within MW-G28 of the OEMP [REP4-021]; and, 
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• temporary exclusion zones (the extent of, and need for, which will be 

determined on a case by case basis). 

 

 

  



 

 

 

If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information, 

please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
© Crown copyright 2017. 

You may re-use this information (not including logos) free of 

charge in any format or medium, under the terms of the 

Open Government Licence. To view this licence: 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk /doc/open-government-licence/ 

write to the Information Policy Team, The National 

Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This document is also available on our website at www.gov.uk /highways 

 
If you have any enquiries about this publication email info@highwaysengland.co.uk 

or call 0300 123 5000*.  

 
*Calls to 03 numbers cost no more than a national rate call 

to an 01 or 02 number and must count towards any 

inclusive minutes in the same way as 01 and 02 calls.  
These rules apply to calls from any type of line including mobile, BT, other fixed line on 
payphone. Calls may be recorded or monitored. 
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